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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT riDS^ 

MS PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir; 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any 

patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement accompanies the new patent application 
submitted herewith. 

Applicant has not submitted copies of each cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
as required by 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2)(i), amended October 2004, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office has waived this requirement for all U.S. patent applications. Applicant submits herewith 
copies of foreign and non-patents in accordance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2). 
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A concise explanation of relevance of the items listed on form PTO/SB/08 is in the form 
of an English language copy of a Search Report from a foreign patent office, issued in a counterpart 
application, which refers to the relevant portions of the references. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider flie listed references. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency of up to $300.00 or credit any 
excess in this fee to Deposit Account No. 04-0100. 

Dated: May 2, 2006 Respectfiilly submitted, 




Hiroyuki Yasuda 



Registration No.: 55,751 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 1 01 50-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 527-7701 (Fax) 
Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 
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Attorney Doctet Number 


20154/0204323-USO 
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AppllcarTt of Cited Document 



US-2002-0021946 



Sumitomo Electric industries, Ltd. 
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Cite 
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BA 


JP-2002-46009 


02-12-2002 


Sumitomo Electric Industries, 
Ltd. 


Abstract only 






BB 


JP-2002-307228 


10-23-2002 


Toshiba Tungaloy Co., Ltd. 


Abstract only 






BC 


JP-2003-25132 


01-29-2003 


Mitsubistii Materials Corp, 


Abstract only 






BD 


JP-1 0-1 80525 


07-07-1998 


ly^itsubishi Materials Corp. 


Abstract only 






BE 


JP-8-257819 


10-08-1996 


Mitsubishi Materials Corp. 


Abstract only 






BF 


JP-6-143018 


06-24-1994 


Mitsubishi Materials Corp. 


Abstract only 






BG 


JP-8-1 18125 


05-14-1996 


Sumitomo Electric Industries, 

Ltd. 


Abstract only 
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considered. Include copy of this form willi next coitimunication to applicant 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ' See Kinds Codes of 
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Include name of the author (In CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the aitide (when appropriate), title of the item (booit, 
magazine, Journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, page<s), volume-Issue numt)er(s), publlsber, city 
and/or (»untiy Mwhere published. 
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